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PHONE INQUIRIES for more information about these statistics-contact Mr Paul Day on Canberra (062) 
52 7117 or any of our State offices. 

other inquiries including copies of publications-contact Information Services on 
Canberra (062) 52 6627 or in any of our State offices. 

MAIL INQUIRIES write to Information Services, ABS, P.O. Box 10, Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616 or any of our 
State offices. 

MAIN FEATURES 

In January 1982 savings and trading banks approved 
a combined total of $277.5 million for the con­
struction and purchase of dwellings. This was $8.3 
million less than in December 1981 and $17.1 
million less than the January 1981 figure. 

Seasonally adjusted, the combined total of loans 
approved in January 1982 was $287.8 million, $9.8 
million less than the December 1981 figure. 

In January 1982 loan!. approved comprised: $44.2 
million for the construction of dwellings (down $6.6 
million on December 1981 and down $4.7 million 
on January 1981); $23.6 million for the purchase of 
newly erected dwellings (down $2.6 million on 
December 1981 and down $2.9 million on January 
1981); and $209.8 million for the purchase of 
established dwellings (up $0.9 million on December 
1981 but down $9.5 million on January 1981). 

EXPLANATORY NOTES 

Introduction 

This publication presents statistics ofsecured finance 
provided by banks to individuals for the construction or 
purchase of dwellings. for owner occupation . and details 
of other selected items relating to the provision of 
housing finance. 

2. While the statistics are described as being for calendar 
months. it should be noted that: 

(a) for trading hanks the data relate to the period 
ending on the second Wednesday of the month 
following the month stated and may cover either 
a 4 or 5 week period. 

(b) for savings hanks the data relate to the period 
ending on either the last Monday (one bank). the 
last Wednesday (six banks) or the last day (five 
banks) of the month stated and may cover either 
a 4 or 5 week period. 

Seasonal adjustment 

3. Details of the methods used in seasonally adju:~ting 
these series are given in Seasonal/r Adjusted Indicators . 
Australia (130g.0). 

4. Large fluctuations occurring in series as a result of 
irregular influences. such as interest rate changes. arc not 
rcmoved by seasonal adjustment. Particular care should 
therefore be taken in interpreting individual month-to­
month movements. 

Scope 

5. For detailed information on the scope and coverage 
of these statistics and definitions of items refer to the.J u Iy 
19X I issue of this publication. 

6. This publication incorporates revisions made to 
previous statistics in this series. 

Related publications 

7. Users may also wish to refer to the following 
publications which contain housing finance statistics 
directly comparable with those published in this pub­
lication and are availablc on request: 

Housing Finance jilr OIl 'nN Occupation. Australia 
(5609.0)~ issued monthlr 

Housing Finance jilr Owner Occupation, Permanent 
Building Societies, Australia (56J(l.() -- issued l11of1thh' 

X. Current publications produced by the ABS are listed 
in the Catalogue 01 Puh/icat ions, Australia ( I 101.0). The 
ABS also issues. on Tuesdays and Fridays. a Puhlications 
Advice (1105.0) which lists publications to be released in 
the next few days. The Catalogue and Publications 
Advice are available from any ASS office. 

Symbols and other usages 

nil or rounded to lero 
Dwgs number of dwelling units 

9. Where figures have been rounded. discrepancies may 
occur between sums of the component items and totals . 

R. J. CAMERON 
Australian Statistician 
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